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                   ANNUAL VILLAGE PARISH MEETING HELD 
                               ON 16TH APRIL 2009 AT 7.30 PM

                HELD AT THE ALL SAINTS CHURCH IN CORSTON

                ______________________________________________

Present :
Councillor Henderson - Chairman

                                          Hatherell - Vice Chairman

                                          Gaye

                                          Payne

                                          Ingham

                                          Lee

Apologies                          Vincent

                                           Barton

                                           Pym

                                           Webb

In Attendance                    Mr. Ian Mace

                                          Miranda Gilmour

                                          Liz Lewin

                                          Sarah Graffety-Smith

The Meeting opened at 7.30 pm.  The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and said all were welcome to talk about any matters relating to the Parish.

The Chairman asked for a proposer to accept the Minutes of the Last Annual Village Meeting - Councillor Lee proposed and this motion was seconded by Councillor Payne.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT APRIL 2009

The Chairman explained we meet on the third Thursday of each month excepting August.  We now commence at 7.00 to as it is easier to park at that time - this is experimental but thought likely to continue.  We have a 10 Minutes Open Forum.  

The Council is made up of 12 Councillors - 10 for St. Paul Without and 2 for Westport Ward.  The Chairman congratulated and thanked all Councillors who attend our Meetings.
We have now a vacancy due to the resignation of Margo Panting.

The Precept has good and bad news - the Burial Committee Precept has an increase mitigated to 6 ½% by drawing on reserves.

The Chairman thanked in particular our Treasurer - Councillor Ingham,

We have two new delivered Notice Boards - grateful thanks to Councillor Ingham for arranging and obtaining the grant.

Hedges and ditches must now be cut back and cleared by land/houseowners.

We have a Planning Sub-Committee whereby planning applications are discussed and commented on.

Highway Matters - The A429 is a regular item for reporting on.
The Parish Steward work has been going well - grateful thanks to
 Councillor Hatherell for liasing and reporting necessary matters needing attention.

Cowbridge the former site of Lucent Technology - at the Parish Council suggestion we are pleased the 1st Road is to be named after Sir Bernard Lovell.  Where the proposed Restaurant is expected to be two Otters have been sited there and it is a haven for wildlife.

Parish Plans for the future - We have the Pond Plan and hoped for brown signs and a new picnic bench.  We are updating the Corston Play Area and the Reading Room at Corston hopes to increase its car parking area and perhaps upgrade the catering facilities.

The New Primary Care Trust - praise for this wonderful facility and it was opened 

By HRH Prince Charles.

WOMAD was a huge success and there were no problems at all it is hopes this year is as much as a resounding success.

Thanks were conveyed to the Clerk.

Councillor Payne asked when our next Parish Council Elections are - we could advertise our vacancy due to the resignation of Margo Panting.  If there is no Election then we will be asked to consider to co-opt a new Councillor.

Councillor Lee asked if we could tie this vacancy in with the County Council Elections in which case there would be no cost to the Parish.  The Chairman thanked Councillor Lee for this most useful observation.  Elections are on June 4th 2009.

The County Council DVD giving information on the new Unitary Council was shown.

Thanks to Councillor Hatherell for the viewing equipment.

AREA 1 BOARD - Talk by Miranda Gilmour

Ms. Gilmour is now the new Manager of the Official Area Board Committee.

It was heard that the offices will remain in Chippenham and that there will be 20 Boards in the northern area.  There will be slight boundary changes.

On 24th June there is to be an Area Board Meeting at 7pm - the meeting will include Workshops and explain how the Area Boards will look at the Community Plan in general and will be able to allocate funding and have more flexibility in consultation.

Matters covered will include Community Speedwatch .  They are also working towards setting up a mechanism for vunerable people - encouraging them to have safety checks and installation of smoke detectors.

The site at Burnham House is working with Social Services.

Dropped kerbs will be identified with Highways.

The Area Board will probably arrange to meet every 6 - 8 weeks.

The Chairman thanked Ms. Gilmour for her most fulsome report,

Councillor Ingham asked whether existing grants will be put into the Community Plan  Ms. Gilmour said it is likely that the process will be pretty similar  - in that it would be 50% = 50% in the majority of projects and that flexibility and justification for any issue is necessary.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH AND LOCAL POLICING - Ian Mace

Mr. Mace reported that this County has the lowest crime rate.

There are drop in sessions at the Local Police Station on Thursday afternoons - it appears residents are quite happy and there is no need for complaint.

The Police are being much more involved in the Neighbourhood Watch.

The Police will pilot a new Newsletter.
Policing priorities are visibility and being seen in the Community.

Mr. Mace said that we are all very fortunate to live in this area and that our local Police response is flexible and fluid.

There is to be a new consultation package on speeding issues.

The Chairman asked if there is an Annual General Meeting of the Neighbourhood Watch.  Mr. Mace replied the Local Police would support this idea and maybe would arrange for the Summer.

Councillor Lee asked if e-mails could be circulated - Jane Graffety-Smith will be asked to circulate any information relating to Neighbourhood Watch.

THE BURIAL COMMITTEE - Councillor Ingham

Councillor Ingham - Chairman of the Burial Committee explained the logistics of the Cemetery.

 A new Service Level Agreement between Malmesbury Town Council and the Parish Council will shortly be signed.

Precepts and burial fees and the Lodge rental are the main sources of income.

Malmesbury Town Council maintains the Cemetery and the Burial Committee has a total precept of £3,900  - £2,800 from Malmesbury Town Council and £1,100 from

St. Paul Malmesbury Without Parish Council.
Councillor Ingham said that only Headstones are now permitted as the Cemetery is now running out of space and that a process is set to clear additional land and re-seed.

The Chapel is not used at all and has been taken out of service - it may well be used for machinery storage - there is no water or drainage in this Chapel.

UPDATE ON THE POND AT CORSTON

It was reported that the dog fouling matter was now dealt with.

The Pond is well used and very environmentally friendly to wildlife.
New benches will soon be installed.

The very hard working group were thanks for their time and efforts.

THE READING ROOM

There is to be a St. Georges Day Fun Supper shortly.

Councillor Ingham said that the Car Park needs establishing and money spent on it.

The War Memorial needs refurbishing - Mr. Mace suggested that it would have to be 

Specialist cleaned.

EDUCATION

The Chairman said the new Primary School had wonderful facilities and that he hoped for an Official opening.  He had also visited the Secondary School and said the atmosphere was quite, peaceful and relaxed and that its specialist facilities were recognised.

CHURCH CHANGES

Councillor Payne said that from the end of May the resident Rector is retiring and areas are changing - Corston and Rodbourne are now joining with Malmesbury Abbey.

THE NEWSLETTER

There has been a Committee of people organised to continue with the publication of the Newsletter - it may be modified and the name may be changed - A publication is hoped for in June.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Ms. Lizzie Lewin expressed concern over vehicles being parked at Barley Close by non residents - dropped kerbs are being blocked and it is a concern for Emergency Services.

The Chairman replied the situation has been assessed and not considered so serious that any action needs to be taken.

It is intended for double yellow lines to be painted on the bends.

The Chairman explained that the previous request for ‘Resident Only Parking’ is being looked into - but that it may cost residents £90 per year.

The issue of the Bus from Sutton Benger was raised and the Chairman said he was happy to say it is now hoped to run it to Malmesbury.

PATIENTS GROUP LETTER - Mr. R. Clark

The Chairman read out a very detailed and informative letter from Mr. Clark who is Chairman of the former Hospital League of Friends - the Group assists greatly with both medical and personal equipment needed by the New Primary Care Trust.  The Chairman thanked Mr. Clark for this most pleasant and informative letter and said that the Group should be congratulated for their most successful work.  A letter of thanks will be sent to Mr. Clark commending on extensive fund raising and care shown to the community.

The Meeting closed at 9.00 pm and the Chairman extended grateful thanks to the Church for allowing the Meeting to be held there and to all who attended this Meeting.

………………………………. Chairman

Dated…………………………

.
